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The emigration of mathematicians from Europe after 1933 and the en-
suing shift of the world center of mathematics from Europe to the United
States is arguably the most important historical result of Nazi rule for math-
ematics. My recent book at Princeton University Press (an extended and
revised translation into English of the German edition published in 1998)
gives an account of emigration in mathematics within Europe (mainly to the
U.K.) and from Europe during the Nazi period. The discussion is restricted
to German-speaking emigration, which, however, was by far the most im-
portant part, only to some degree matched by Polish, and, to an even lesser
extent, French and Italian emigration. The talk puts emphasis on emigra-
tion to Scandinavia. For some young emigrants such as Willy Feller, who
was influenced by Harald Cramér in Stockholm, and Werner Romberg, who
changed from physics to applied mathematics in Norwegian exile, the years in
Scandinavian exile were crucial for their later careers. Others, in particular
older ones such as Hermann Müntz, were not equally successful. Emigrants
to Norway, such as Ernst Jacobsthal and Paul Kuhn (Trondheim), and to
Denmark, such as Werner and Käte Fenchel (Copenhagen) and Otto Neuge-
bauer, had to proceed to other countries, notably Sweden, after German
occupation. For others such as Max Dehn and Carl Ludwig Siegel(Oslo)
and Herbert Busemann (Copenhagen), Scandinavia was a temporary refuge
before going on to the United States. The role of Danish (Harald Bohr),
Norwegian (Viggo Brun) and Swedish (Gunnar Dahlberg, H. Cramér) hosts
will be briefly considered too.
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